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SENATOR BAACK: Thank yo u , Mr . Speaker a nd members. This
b i l l . . . we j u s t t a l k ed abo ut t h i s , I t h i nk , o n Mon d a y . I h ad a
lot to say ab o ut it o n Monday and : think thzs was kind of a
little plot on Senator Hefner and Senatcr Johnson's part to try
and hurry this thing through the Legislature real fast this tame
so we would get it through before anybody had a real chance to
look at it and a real chance to think about this bill. I th in k
that the mair. thang that I want to emrhasi"e about this bill is
t ha t i t ac t ua l l y doe s not h i ng . Th e b i l l ac c omp l i sh es not hi n g .
We' re go i ng to put something into statute that is going to do
absolu t e l y not h i n g . I t i s go i ng t o c o st , I t h i nk t h e A b i l l
wil l b e comi ng u p i n a coup l e o f d ay s Th e A bi l l i s goi ng t o
say $8,000. Tt is going to cost us $8 ,000 f or abs o lutely
nothing. We' re going to get no tax from it. T he people are not
going to remit th i s tax on a voluntary basis. The re is no
provxszons in it to implement this bill. A ll it is, is going to
do, is we' re going to send a little let ter to each of the
catalog companies i n the nation a n d ask them to voluntarily
remit the tax to Nebraska, and they are simply not going t o do
it because there is no enforcement provisions. I think that in
the press and some of the publicity tl.at has been out, x t says
that we lose 7 to 14 million or something dollars in sales tax
e ach year because we don't tax catalog sales. Well , what the y
f orge t t o ad d t o t ha t i s , i s t h a t t h i s b al l i s n ' t go i ng t o
collect that 7 to 14 million. We' re still not going to co l lect
any money w i th this bill. An other throng that I would like to
ment>on is the fact that there is a real good chance tha t t hi s
bill is unconstitutional. Two years ago we considered LB 552.
I t was passed through the Legislature ard then it was vetoed b y
the Governor because he said it was unenforceable and we had an
opinion at that time that said it was constitutionally suspect.
Then last yea r w e co nsidered LB 1028. I t passed on the first
round in a just a massive bunch of bi 11 s that went t h rough one
afternoon o n c on s ent ca l endar a nd th en it w a s indefinitely
postponed on Select File. S o I think we have to con sider tha t
it probably xs constitutionally suspect. Even in the testimony
this year in front of the Revenue Committee it was admitted that
i t p r ob a b l y x s c on s t i t u t i on a l l y s u s pe c t . I r i gh t now h av e a
letter into th e Att o rney General asking for an opinion on the
const i t u t z on a l x t y of t h i s b i l l . I t h i n k an ot he r t h i ng t ha '
needs to b e b r ought up is the fact that we talked...I talked a
l ittle bit the other day about it being an antibusiness tax a n d
I t h ank t h at x t st i l l x s . I s : i l l t h i nk t h at i t i s an
antibuszness s t atute i n the re a nd w e h av e ... yeste r d a y t he
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